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a good move
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a dubious move

only move

equality

unclear position

White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage

+— White has a decisive advantage
—+ Black has a decisive advantage
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novelty
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mate
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sacrificed material
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Preface

Have no doubts, the Benoni is by far the sharpest opening Black can play, even
sharper then the Sicilian! As readers will see, the positions are unbalanced from an
early stage on with many sacrifices for both sides being present. Such richness of
ideas you will rarely find in other openings. The Benoni belongs to the romantic
kind of openings, hardly predictable and difficult to assess, even for our engines.
That doesn't mean you can play with your "hands in your pocket".

On the contrary, to play and understand the Benoni you have to know and
understand the theoretical plans, to an almost perfect level. Equally important is to
understand the dynamics of chess. Often our pawn structure may be changed at an
early stage, tactics lurking everywhere, exchange sacrifices being present etc...

The most famous practitioners of the Benoni such as Tal, Kasparov, Gelfand,
Velimirovic, Psakhis, Nunn, Suba etc., are also well-known theoreticians. It is also
important to mention Gashimov who did a tremendous job in finding new ideas in
the Benoni and many found their place here in this book.

Black is willingly abandoning the centre by exchanging the e-pawn for the d-pawn,
but hoping that with such an imbalanced approach he will bring his counter play to
another level. Not many players remained with this approach their whole careers,
even Tal used to "soften' his repertoire and combined with the Nimzo-Indian. My
ex-trainer Velimirovic is one of the few who played all kinds of Benoni’s during his
whole life.

For some reason the Benoni was very popular among grandmasters from the
former Yugoslav Republic such as Matulovic, Ljubojevic, Barlov, Cebalo, Hulak,
Cvitan... just to name few. Even Gligoric used it, influenced by his second at that
time, who was no other but Velimirovic himself!

This time my goal was to write a theoretical book as precise as possible, simply
because of the nature of this opening. To understand it properly, you must
understand it as precise as possible. There is not much room for different ideas,
which | presented in my Grinfeld and King’s Indian books. To find the correct
counter play you need to be really accurate!



The most difficult line to counter was the aggressive ‘Taimanov f4’ followed by
£b5+. That is a line that many avoid by simply using the Nimzo-Indian move order,
waiting for )3 and only then ...c5.

| separated the ‘Yugoslav-Benoni’ from the rest of the book because of the different
nature of the reached positions. White has an extra option by taking on d5 with the
e-pawn, but Black on the other hand avoids certain lines such as £f4 and £b5+,
for instance. Every used move-order has pros and cons, so | tried to bring new life
into those positions for Black.

Perhaps some readers will be surprised that | only presented one Samisch line (f3
and fast Ng3 line). The reason being simple: in my previous book on the King’s In-
dian | already analysed some other Samisch-Benoni type of positions. Every time
Black plays “...c5’ in the King’s Indian there is a very good possibility that positions
will transpose to the Benoni.

| also added some extra’s: appendix 1 is a kind of ‘transposing type of play’, while
in appendix 2 | found an interesting way for Black when White has no intention
playing ‘d5’. In my King’s Indian book | covered the same line but sacrificed a pawn
with 8...d6, while here | concentrated on 8...%as5!

| hope you will enjoy my presented work,

Milos Pavlovic, Belgrade June 2017.
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Chapter | — The Fianchetto System

1. d4 9)f6 2. ¢4 ¢5 3. d5 e6 4. N3
exd5 5. cxd5 d6 6. 2\f3 g6 7. g3 Lg7 8.
£g20-09.0-0 Ze8

EALWE & |o
F 3 A24i
A Ai
i A
ANV
AR T AAQA
£ QW B

Position after: 9... Ee8

The best move order, because it does
not allow any e4-ideas.

10. Ee1

An important line that recently gained
some popularity. It was well known but
didn't bring White much. The idea is
similar to £f4, but instead White plays
preparatory moves with Ee1 and h3.

10. h3 Dbd7!? 11. 14 (11. a4 Deds)
1... Db6!? 12. a4 Ded 13. Hxed

Exed 14. a5 Ncas

10... a6 11. a4 N\bd7

| consider this as the best set-up for
Black.

12. h3

There are a few alternatives that we
need to analyse:

A) 12. &14

do |m
2i
i

E oWE
i A i
i i A
A

F )
A a2
ANV
A T ARQA
E W8 &

Position after: 12. £f4

Al) 12... Dh5 13. £g5 We7 14. a5
E b8 15. Wc2 b5 16. axbe Wxbs 17.
Ha2 h6 18. £d2 Wp31? (18... Dhf6
19. h3 c4 20. We1 Hes5?! 21. Lxh6
2xh6 22. Wxhe Hced 23. e3 PDixc3
24. bxc3 Wb3 25. Eaal Wxc3 26.
Wy Hxds 27. Wxde+ 1-0 (43)
Cheparinov, | (2669) — Vallejo Pons, F
(2724) Baku 2011) 19. Wxb3 Exb3co

A2) 12... Dga 13. We212N Dges 14.
Ad2 Eb8 15. a5 b5 16. axb6 Wxbe
17. Ea2t

A3) 12... Wc7 see 10. 2f4. Also other
options exist here for Black:

B) 12. e4 This move leads to some in-
teresting positions: 12... @g4 13. Dd2
Nges5 14. 211
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Position after: 14. £f1

B1) 14... g5 In the Benoni spirit! 15.
h3
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Position after: 15. h3

B1.1) 15... f81? 16. f4 gxfd 17.
gxfa Neg6 18. Df3 (18. f5 De5 19.
Whs \fd7 20. Ee2 ©hg 21. Eg2
Hg8 22. Ndb1 &6 23. We2 £4d7
24. 2f4 We7 25. Nd2 De8w)
18... f55

B1.2) 15... Wfe 16. Wh5 h6 (16...
8 17. Nd1 &fgb 18. PDe3z; or:
16... £h6 17. d1 g4 18. YNe3
£2xe3 19. Exe3 Wg7 20. hxga
Nxga 21. Ec3 Ndfe 22. Wh1
Ee5F 0-1 (34) Troff, K (2532) —
Nakamura, H (2798) Saint Louis
2015) 17. d1 Wds 18. De3 YNf6
19. Wd1 b6 20. Eb1 h5 21. b3 g4
22. hxgd L.xg4 23. Dxg4 hxgs 24.

2b2 NDfd7 25. Le2 Wgsewo 0-1
(56) Bai, J (2518) — Ding Liren
(2755) China 2015.

B2) Also possible and equaly good is:
14... 98 15. a5 g5 16. f4 (16. h3
Nfgboo) 16... gxfa 17. gxfa Dga 18.
N3 £5 19. h3 fxed 20. Dxed &6 21.
Ng3 £d7 22. 5 Exel 23. Wxe1
£b5 24. £g2 h6 25. Ea3 Wd7 26.
Nh2 Ee8w %-% (34) Ding, L (2755) —
Grischuk, A (2794) Tsaghkadzor 2015.

12... Dea
Only now I think this is the best.

13. Hxed E xes

E ¢
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Position after: 13... Exed
14. 2g5

Black has three possibilities all leading
to complicated positions:

A) 14. g5 Ebas

B) 14. Wc2



Chapter | — The Fianchetto System

E oW [ @ |

Al A 181
4 F 3 F 3

F Y
A ) {
NA A

A AAL

2 2 B &

Position after: 14. W¢2

B1) 14... We7 This move is not the
best and it doesn't look natural: 15.
2d2 9f6?! (15... Db6 16. 23 a5
17. Wp3 Wdg 18. Nd2 Ees8 19.
e4t) 16. Lc3! (16. Dha 2d7 17.
2.3 Ee818. £xed Dxed 19. Lxg7
Dxg7s %-% (29) Razuvaev, Y (2520)
— Tal, M (2620) Moscow 1983) 16...
247 (16... 215 17. Dg51+-) 17. Dh2
He8 18. fxed Dxed 19. Lxg7
GHxg7 20. Ea3 Wee 21. Df3t

B2) 14... Ee8 15. £f4 Wc7 16. Nd2
9e5 17. b4 c4 18. Ea3 215 19. ed
2d7 20. &xe5 Lxe5 21. Wxca
Hacg 22. £f1 Wpe 23. Wa2 Ec3w0
%-% (63) Smejkal, J (2515) — Gruen-
berg, H (2475) Prague 1989.

B3) 14... Eb4

Position after: 14... Eb4

The main idea, although the alterna-
tives were decent as well.

B3.1) 15. e4 Eb8 16. Ea2 b5 17.
214 We7 18. axb5 E8xb5 19.
Eb1 Wps 20. Nd2 Hes 21. £f1
c4 22. g2 (22. Lxe5 Lxe5 23.
Nxca Ecs5 24. Eas £xh3 25.
2xh3 Ecxca 26. Wxca Exca 27.
Exca Wh3F) 22... Dd3 23. £xd3
cxd3 24. Wxd3 5 25. f3 fxed 26.
fxed4 Ec5%

B3.2) 15. Ea2 Ab6!? (15... b5 16.
axb5 Exb5 17. £d2 De5 18. Hh2
with an unclear position %-% (18)
Tkachiev, V (2672) — Gdanski, J
(2528) Ohrid 2001.) 16. Dd2 £d7
17. a5 Dad 18. Des b5 19. axbb
(19. Dxd6 Wfg 20. Des Lf5 21.
g4 Lxed 22. Lxed Wdez) 19...
Wyb6 20. 2g5 5 21. Dfe+ Lxf6
22. &xfe Ef8 23. &c3 f4l? 24. g4
Nxc3 25. bxc3 Eb5 26. Led c4
27. 2xg6 hxgb 28. Wxg6+ Lhg=

El oW [ g |u

Position after: 14. £g5

14... We7r?
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A) 14... We8 Not the best in my opin-
ion: 15. Ea2 h6 16. £f4 We7 17. b3
g5 18. £c1 c4 19. bxca Exca 20. Dd2
Ec7 21. b2 Des5 22. Wp3 £d7 23.
fa QDgb 24. Lxg7 Lxg7 25. Wbe
Hac8 26. Ded+ %-% (28) Razuvaev, Y
(2495) — Romanishin, O (2585) Novi
Sad 1982.

B) 14... Wg1? 15. Wc2 EHb4a (15..
Ze8 16. e4 h6 17. 2d2%) 16. Ea2
2h6!? A paradoxal idea but it is im-
portant to keep a strong outpost for
the Rook on b4. 17. £d2 £xd2 18.
Dxd2 a5 19. A4 (19. e4 b6 20. b3
£d7) 19... b6 20. e4 La6 21. £f1
Lxc4 22. Lxch Deb 23. Le2 gso We
reached a typical Benoni position.

El o @ |
Aa 184
A 4 [ &
A8 Q
& E
NE A
A | AAQ
2 UH &

Position after: 14... Wc71?
15. We2

The alternative leads to interesting play
as well:15. Nd21?

A) 15... Ee8 16. W2 (16. Hca
Nbbw) 16... h6 17. L4 (17. Ke3
Exe3! 18. fxe3 De53) 17... Des 18.

b4 c4 19. Ea3 £f5 20. e4 £d7 21.
Lxe5 L2xe5 22. Wxca Eacs! 23.
Wxc7 Exc7z

B) 15... Eb4l? 16. b3!1? h6! 17. Le3
Eb8 18. Ea2 b5 19. We2 (19. axbs
E 8xb5) 19... £)f6 20. axb5 axb50

15... Eb4 16. Ea2 Hb6!?

E ¢ d |
A Wy F Y
i & 4
AAL @
A E
NE A
EAY AAL
HE &

Position after: 16... £\b6!?

Basically Black is ready for an exchange
sacrifice.

17. e4 £2d7 18. a5

18. b3 c4 19. a5 (19. Nd2 Ec8 20. a5
cxb3 21. Wixc7 Exc7 22. axb6 Eclli—+)
19... Wc8 20. bxc4 Dxc4 21. Ec1 Wes
22. 2f1 Ec8o0

18... Yca 19. b3 Hxa5 20. 2d2 Whe
21. 2xb4 cxbaz
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2a) [l.other moves & |1.a4 b6
12.h3 a6 13.other moves

1. d4 9)f6 2. ¢4 ¢5 3. d5 e6 4. N3
exd5 5. cxd5 d6 6. 2)f3 g6 7. g3 L.g7 8.
£g20-09.0-0 Ee810. Nd2

EALWE ¢ |
di A24
i Ai
i A

£y A
AR BNARLA
L 2y Hd

Position after: 10. #)d2

No doubt this is still a very important
line in the Fianchetto line. The Knight is
heading for the c4-square. The differ-
ence from the other lines is that White
keeps his pawn on 'e2' for a long time,
limiting his pressure in the center. That
is really in the spirit of slow positional

play.

On the other hand without pawns in
the center it is more difficulit to put
pressure, enabling Black to develop
smoothly. In this line | decided to use a
line that Gashimov invented. | think it
is highly interesting.

10... N\bd7 11. a4

A) 11. h3 a6 12. a4 b6 transposes to
the main line.

B) 11. D4 Db6 12. Ye3 (12. D xb6
Wxb6 13. W2 £d7 14. h3 Wa6 15. a4
b5 16. 24 b4 17. Db5 PDh5! 18. Y7
Wxe2 19. Wxe2 Exe2 20. Hxa8 Pxfa
21. gxfa Exb2 22. 7 b3 23. b5 c4
24. Eacl £xb5 25. axb5 c3%) 12...
Ngs 13. Dxgd Lxgs 14. h3 £d7 15.
We2 Ec8 16. 24 We7 17. Badl
&\ c4! 18. e4 b5 Black is fine.

11... b6!?

Position after: 11... b6!

That's the starting point of the line and
Gashimov's idea: ‘... £.a6’ is still possi-
ble. Also it prevents the positional 'a5'
idea as Black would also answer
'...2.a6' with the idea *...b5’.

12. h3

The direct attempt doesn't bring any-
thing: 12. b5 De5
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E oWE
i

A 4
Ay YY)
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A
A NAALA
E oW ED

Position after: 12... £\e5

A) 13. b3 a6 14. &\c3 Ebs 15. Eb1
b5 16. axb5 axb5 17. b4 £f5 18.
Eb3 Wd7 19. b2 N4 20. Lcl
fNe5 21. b2 £h3 22. Lal c4 23.
Ha3 Eag 24. Exa8 Exa8 25. £b2
h5F A famous game that actually
showed the strenght of the '..b6'
idea: 0-1 (38) Nikolic, P (2602) —
Gashimov, V (2740) Germany 2010.

B) 13. f4 QDegd 14. Ncd Ded! 15.
Lxe4 Exesd 16. Dexd6 (16. Wd3
215 17. Dbxdé Excad¥F; 16. Dbxd6
Hda 17. Wh3 2a67F) 16... Ed4 17.
Wh3 Eba 18. W3 a6 19. £xc8 axbs
20. Wxga bxa4d 21. Dxb6 Wxb6F

12... a6
E oWE & |o
A i1
idd 1 Al
F Y
A
A A4
A NAAL
2 aW Ed

Position after: 12... a6

Black prepares ... E b8 not allowing any
a5-ideas.

13. H\ca

A) Also possible is: 13. Eb1 Ah5 (13...
We7 14. P4 De5 15. Dxbe Eb8 16.
Nxc8 Eexc8 17. b3 Ph5 18. £d21)
14. W2 (14. e4 He500) 14... f5 15.
Nca Des 16. b3 Ea7 17. e3 Ef7 18.
Ne2 b5 (18... g5 19. f4 gxfa 20. gxfa
Ng6 21. &f3 &f6 22. b4 Dha 23.
£2h1 b5 24. axb5 axb5 25. YNa5 PDes
26. D6 Wheo) 19. axb5 axb5 20.
Nxe5 Lxe5 21. b4 c422. £b2 f41? 23.
exfd (23. £xe5 dxe5F) 23... £f5 24,
Wd1 Lg7F

B) 13. f4 is the next subchapter.

13... De5 14. a3

E oWE
id 4
FIEY
&)
2ANRA &
A I AARL
ay E®

Position after: 14. a3

€
21
4

B b

A

(18

14... Hh5

Best, but | decided to give some other
ideas as well, the positions are dynamic
and still quite unexplored, many new
ideas are possible.



