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Introduction

Dear readers!

Allow me to introduce myself first. My name is Georg Mohr, I come from Slovenia,
and I rose to become a Grandmaster in chess and more or less ended my playing
career around the turn of the millennium. Lately I have been working as a coach
and writing about my favourite game, so I dare say [ have a lot of miles behind me
and a lot of experience.

The book you have just started reading is about a very interesting and dif-
ficult concept: the exchange sacrifice. This is the moment in chess when basic
mathematics breaks down, the moment when 3 counts equal to or even more
than 5. So let us leave the mathematics aside and try to figure out why this simple
calculation is so difficult to understand.

The answer is largely hidden in psychology, as the ninth World Champion,
Tigran Petrosian, has often told us, as the man who brought this strategic-tactical
chess concept to its first peak. Chess beginners were taught the value of pieces by
their teachers (parents, grandparents, perhaps at school or even later in the be-
ginners’ sections of chess clubs). We explain the difference between piece values
to children in the simplest way possible, with the help of a unit of measurement,
and in chess those units are the pawns. They tell us that a rook is worth five pawns
(units) and a knight and a bishop are worth about three each. They also tell us to
always be careful, especially during exchanges, to ensure we take at least as much
from our opponent as he or she took from us. So, one rook at a time, perhaps for
a bishop and a knight next to two pawns. This “chess thinking” is done quickly
and very strongly subconsciously in most, one could even say all. Therefore, when
choosing moves, we will automatically reject unfavourable exchanges. But who
trades a queen for a knight, a bishop for a pawn, and the like? We know from our
own life experience that it is better to have ten coins in our pocket than three, and
I prefer three to one! This psychological barrier is the most difficult step in mak-
ing the decision to sacrifice. And so it is with the sacrifice of an exchange.

Five for three, that is! Even five for four, if we get a pawn for the rook along
with the knight or the bishop. “I am not stupid,” you think, “but who would agree
to such an exchange?” And yet, over time, as we play chess longer and watch

‘ ‘ ExcSac content.indd 15
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16 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

different games or coaches try to explain this and that to us, we see that a mate-
rial advantage is not always something to celebrate. Sometimes, and not ponly in
a few cases, three counts for much more than five, and there are more than just a
few examples when even a one beats a ten. So how? Why?

The answer to this is already a step into the higher school of chess. There we
see that occasionally the knight or bishop defeats the rook, even if the player with
the material advantage does everything right and produces the best moves until
the end of the game. That’s when we begin to realise that there is more to chess
than a simple mathematical principle, that there is something more to our royal
game. Compensation is a chess concept that we only fully understand when we
enter the world of serious chess. The relative value of pieces is perhaps the most
difficult chess concept of all to explain. It is one that every player must feel and
believe in and can only be accepted with the help of our own practice, and when
we feel it come together as though a part of us.

Why so much talk about such or similar sacrifices? Quite simply because we
are afraid! We have been taught, and practice shows and proves the clear fact, that
the closer we get to the last part of the game, the ending, the more pronounced a
material advantage becomes. If in the middlegame we can still hope for sudden
turns, for the influence of other pieces, this is negligible in the endgame. So the
fear is not only justified, but completely justified: We are afraid that we will not
be able to prove the compensation and sooner or later end up in the endgame
with a fatal material deficit.

But do not think that this only affects the player who has sacrificed or is about
to sacrifice - the opponent is going through hell too! Maybe less so with tactical
sacrifices, where we immediately see what the sacrificer gets in return. There it
is easier to decide whether to accept the sacrifice or not. It is much more difficult
with positional sacrifices: how can we not accept the rook that the opponent of-
fers us, when there is nothing concrete to see? One or two weaknesses perhaps,
but they can be eliminated, and the material advantage and a secure victory in
the endgame remains. Believe me, there are very few chess players, from begin-
ners to World Champions, who are not tempted to make sacrifices. Therefore, do
not be afraid: when you see a sacrifice and - as far as you can realistically esti-
mate what you will get for it — always think about the opponent, who will most
likely accept the sacrifice. And may have fallen into a trap ...

Therefore, in this book, in which I will try to shed as much light as possible
across many chapters, many open questions will be raised in connection with
the sacrifice of the exchange. We will ask ourselves why we encounter more and
more of these sacrifices in modern games, why this sacrifice has become an
almost commonplace strategic-tactical element. It is obvious that the game is
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Introduction 17

progressing, that the quality of the average chess player is greatly increasing, and
that even the most complex concepts are becoming understandable to more and
more players. Today we encounter the exchange sacrifice as a tactical element,
when we use it to attack the king, but more and more often also as a strategic ele-
ment, to which I will devote most of the chapters of this book.

After the introductory part, we will quickly move into the world of tactical
play and look at some effective exchange sacrifices when attacking the king, as
well as some where the sacrifice is used only as part of a tactical operation not
directly related to attacking the king. In the next chapter we will see how we can
use sacrifice for the defense - an element we encounter more and more often in
modern chess practice. It is used not only by the best chess players in the world,
but increasingly by masters and even club players! Interesting also is the next
chapter, where we will study the exchange sacrifice in endings.

What follows is a walk through the openings, where we will take a brief look
at the typical openings and opening positions in which the sacrifice is most of-
ten offered and taken. After the openings, we will focus on the critical squares,
the squares where we sacrifice the most. And we are already at the main part of
the book - the positional quality sacrifice. We will look at typical motifs and also
the cases where we sacrifice both exchanges — and turn 3=5 into an even more
incredible 6=10.

Finally, and perhaps most importantly: the games of World Champions and
other great chess masters who put the exchange sacrifice on the chess map and
who set (and still set) the guidelines and rules for this extremely complex strate-
gic-tactical element.

I have tried to organize the material in such a way that you can easily find
your way around the book and easily go through even the most complex chapters.
You can open the book to any page and start reading this or that chapter, just as
you like. The chapters are not directly related, but when put together as a whole,
they open our eyes to this increasingly important strategic element in chess.

I am aware that some excellent works have already been written on the sub-
ject of the exchange sacrifice. The Belarusian grandmaster Sergei Kasparov wrote
a book about it years ago, and before him the Greek grandmaster and famous
trainer Efstratios Grivas. The book Magyar Imro Pal is a bit older. Even as a young
man I was fascinated by an excellent book on sacrifices in chess, written by the
lesser-known Russian master, Pavel Kondratiev. Even more material can be found
in individual chapters of chess strategy and tactics books. The famous Austrian
“chess knight” Rudolf Spielmann has written about this in great detail, followed
by many chess masters and Grandmasters of all generations.
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18 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

The main person responsible for my interest in this strategic element is and
remains, of course, Tigran Petrosian. At first I was impressed by his examples
from tournament practice, later even more by his articles and lectures on this
subject. His Chess Lessons - a collection of his lectures and articles - are one of
the pearls of world chess literature. It was this booklet that inspired the Russian-
Dutch Grandmaster Sergey Tiviakov, who made an excellent DVD on the ex-
change sacrifice and transferred our topic to the modern, digital world. Interest-
ingly, Tiviakov, like many before and after him, became interested in this once
unusual sacrifice precisely because of Petrosian’s games.

So here is a hint: go through the database with Petrosian’s games and youll
come across a few dozen excellent examples. Generations have learned from him,
including his great successors on the chess throne: Anatoly Karpov, Vladimir
Kramnik and Viswanathan Anand took their mastery of the field to unimagined
heights. Of course, many other masters have also taken advantage of the sacri-
fice, but more on that in chapter seven.

Rest assured, we have a long and very interesting journey ahead of us. I hope
that I have succeeded in illuminating a complex subject from new angles, gather-
ing enough useful material in one place so that the book will be helpful to every-
one, from club players to Grandmasters, from chess enthusiasts to children, with
the special wish that trainers will also use it.

Enjoy reading, and I hope that you will not only enjoy the book, but also learn
something from it!

Georg Mobhr, Slovenia, 2022
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Introduction 19

Terminology

Technically, we speak of an exchange sacrifice when a player exchanges his rook
for a minor piece —a bishop or a knight belonging to the opponent. We speak of
a sacrifice because the rook is higher on the scale of values of chess pieces: it is
valued at five units (pawns), while the knight or bishop is valued at three, at most
three and a half.

Therefore, gaining compensation for the expense of the exchange is neces-
sary. It is about getting something in return for a numerical deficit that can only
be assessed and evaluated by an experienced chess eye, and that cannot be count-
ed with units. You will never hear that the compensation is worth one or two
units: at most the compensation is adequate, more than sufficient, perhaps even
worth more than the material sacrificed.

When we speak of an exchange sacrifice, we usually do not mean making the
sacrifice out of necessity, such as when the opponent forces us to sacrifice and we
simply have no other way out. Nor do we refer to a sacrifice for a final attack on
a king or an effective combo. These types of sacrifices are called tactical and are
easier for beginners to understand.

The positional exchange sacrifice is something quite different. We speak of
it in cases where we do not receive anything concrete in return, but only cer-
tain strategic advantage(s). We cannot quickly exploit these strategic advantages,
and they are often not obvious or visible at first glance. Therefore, a player who
chooses an exchange sacrifice must be prepared for a long battle that will not be
decided in a few moves.

Types of exchange sacrifices

The exchange sacrifices can be divided in various ways. We have already talked
about the simplest classification, that of a forced sacrifice, when the opponent
forces us to become a victim, usually because of his dangerous threats. Then to
the tactical sacrifice, when the rook is sacrificed for a minor piece to further an
attack or a successful combination and the result is immediately visible. And fi-
nally, the positional sacrifice, when we get nothing countable for the sacrificed
material, but provide ourselves with one or more (improved) positional elements
obtained in exchange.

‘ ‘ ExcSac content.indd 19
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20 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

The second subdivision was adopted from Grandmaster Grivas and his book
The Exchange Sacrifice. Grivas subdivides the exchange sacrifice into ‘active ex-
change sacrifice’, when we proceed actively in exchange for lost (sacrificed) mate-
rial and try to use one of the listed positional elements:

Advantage in development.

Weakening of the opponent’s pawn structure.

Opening file(s) and penetration through it (them).

Control of one or more important squares or the entire square complex.
Important diagonal control.

The initiative.

D> b> C> b= B> B>

In the second group Grivas classified the so-called ‘passive exchange sacri-
fice’, where we pursue one of the following goals:
We try to stop the opponent’s attack.
We try to weaken or stop the opponent’s initiative.
We try to disrupt the coordination between the opponent’s pieces.
We gradually flirt with taking the initiative or launching a counterattack.

b> B> > =

Of course, there are more possible divisions, and each author will offer you
his own, which will be equally or even more correct. In the end, the technical
classification into one type of sacrifice or another is not that important: when the
sacrifice arrives, the motives can be added and changed, jumping from group to
group. Square control can turn into diagonal or file control in a flash, a develop-
ing advantage evolves into a deadly checkmate attack, a deep defense can turn
into a sharp counterattack in a few moves. Remember: all that matters is what
happens on the chessboard, no matter how clever minds describe it one way or
another and classify it into one group or another.

The value of the exchange

The value of the exchange (i.e., the difference between a rook and a minor piece)
has been considered for decades. Dr. Siegbert Tarrasch put its value at 1%4 pawns
in the endgame, but not for the opening or the first part of the middlegame.
This is generally accepted today, but Howard Staunton and José Raul Capablanca
thought that the exchange was worth two pawns. Tigran Petrosian thought that
one pawn was the right value. Wilhelm Steinitz thought that a rook was slightly
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Introduction 21

better than a knight and two pawns, but slightly worse than a bishop and two
pawns. Cecil Purdy said that the value depends on the total number of pawns on
the board. The reason is that with many pawns, the rooks have limited mobility
because there are no open files. The exchange is hardly worth 1% points if there
are 14 or more pawns on the board. Only when there are ten or fewer pawns can
the exchange be worth 2 points (Soltis 2004:134). Purdy gives the value as 1%
points in the opening and raises it to 2 points in the endgame. In the middle-
game, the value would be 1% rather than 2 (Purdy 2003:146 -52). Max Euwe es-
timated the value in the middlegame at 1%, saying that two pawns is more than
sufficient compensation for the exchange. Larry Kaufman’'s computer research
puts the value at 1% pawns, but only 1% pawns if the player with the smaller
piece has the bishop pair. Hans Berliner puts the difference between a rook and
a knight at 1.9 pawns and the difference between a rook and a bishop at 1.77
pawns. In practice, one pawn may be sufficient compensation for the loss of the
exchange, while two pawns are almost always sufficient.

The moment and the experience

From what has been said and written so far, it quickly becomes clear that the
correct exchange sacrifice requires, in addition to knowledge, a certain amount
of feeling, courage, and perhaps the famous chess intuition (the feeling when we
know something is right or wrong, but we cannot describe or explain it in any
meaningful way).

That's why positional sacrifices are usually approached by better, already ex-
perienced chess players; it’s more difficult for beginners and players with average
playing strength to understand the concepts and all the necessary nuances. But
do not worry: with practice and training, we will bring our understanding of this
difficult chess theme to the point where we will no longer be afraid even of the
positional sacrifice.

Let us not forget: a dry technical knowledge of motives and their correct ex-
ploitation is not enough for a successful sacrifice. It is just as important — or even
more important — to choose the right time. For the successful sacrifice, we need
to sense and choose the right moment when we will achieve the maximum effect
with the sacrifice. But do not worry, choosing the right moment can also be easily
learned with a little practice.
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22 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

And a few more tips for a successful start. We must be aware that not every
sacrifice will be successful, that we will often fail as well. Let us not let that stop
us from making the next sacrifices: let us analyze defeats and failures carefully,
especially with the wish that our next sacrifice will be more successful!

And finally. When we talk so much about sacrifices and urge you not to be
afraid of them, let us never forget the simple fact: our opponent wants them too,
he too wants to make a nice and successful exchange sacrifice: he too thinks that
we, on the other hand, could hardly resist the offered material.

Grandmasters about the exchange sacrifice

Efstratios Grivas:

“The positional (or tactical) exchange sacrifice is a very important topic, which requires ad-
vanced skills and competitive experience. It is
very a difficult subject to master, as the chess
player is requested to overcome the dogmatic
rules with which he has benn brought up, in
particular the quantitative evaluation of ma-
terial.”

All clear. As an experienced instruc-
tor, Grivas goes on to explain that the
beginner’s approach to learning, where
pieces are evaluated in the classical way
(A rook with five units and a bishop or a
knight with 3 units), is correct because it ;
is very easy to understand. Efstratios Grivas

h |

Sergey Tiviakov:
“Sometimes the real problem for the amateur is that the sacrifice is not seen, because one
cannot see the benefits right away, and that makes it difficult to imagine it.”

Tiviakov also goes into the psychological part:
“Another aspect is also psychology. Many dow’t realize it, but chess, for humans, is heavily
influenced by individual psychology. There is a definite relationship between our own inner
greediness and the way we play chess. Even for World Champions to reject the material offer
is difficult.”
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Jonathan Speelman:
“As a general rule and in fact (almost all?) of the time you need other pieces on the board for
an exchange sacrifice to work.”

Tigran Petrosian:

“Holy forgiveness! Of course, before I made this one move, I had to overcome a psychological
barrier in myself. To put the rook directly under the bishop? And not even get a pawn for
encouragement?”

Concept

To understand the positional quality sacrifice, it is perhaps easiest to start with
the famous Nimzowitsch position (an artificially composed position), the famous
diagram from the chapter PRO TERTIO, the third example with which this great
master and father of hypermodern chess understanding explains the concept of
blockade and compensation in chess in his book Blockade.

. %/ %///
// Z V/

.

The position on the chessboard is very revealing. According to all the “basic rules”
that explain to us the values of the pieces and the evaluation of the position, Black
should have a big advantage, in fact he must be already winning. He has an ad-
vantage of an exchange (Five units for three), plus a pawn, for a total of three
units of advantage! His king is safe and the game has moved to the endgame,
where the material advantage gains even more value.

A closer look at the position shows that Black is in trouble and that White
is basically playing to win! But why? The black pieces are trapped, and it will be
difficult to get back into the game by accepting material losses. The two black
pawns in the center are blocked, they can not advance, and they are in such an
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24 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

unfortunate position that they even annoy Black, since they block the exit from
the cage for the rook and bishop. It would be much better for Black not to have
the d- and e-pawns at all! White is also well prepared to try to open up play on the
queenside. After ...a7-a6 he will always reply with bs-bé, and after ...b7-bé with
a5-a6 and the blockade lives on!

Nimzowich assessed the situation as practically won for the White and his
opinion was adopted by many commentators and followers of his capital work.
Modern computer programs just do not see the whole thing so gloomily. For
example:

1.&0gs5 h7
First, the restriction of the king, who wants to occupy the position on the sixth rank.

2.hé6 bé!

Black, of course, saw and expected White’s response, but prepared a counter-
sacrifice:

3.26 2a6!

7%//%/

/ e

%M//// b
%é%
K % 7

An important moment! It is vital to know that the player with a material advan-
tage can always give back part of the material (maybe even all of it) and brutally
change the course of events. When we sacrifice an exchange (or other material)
we must always take this fact into account and never forget it.

4.ba6 g8

The material balance of power on the board has changed dramatically: Black has a
rook and two pawns for two knights, that is, seven units against six, and in theory
is still in the lead. The reality is somewhat different: White has blocked the black
pawns, he himself is dangerously threatening with his free wing pawn, which
could quickly make its way to promotion with the help of the two knights, and
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he has an active king. So, Black continues to fight for survival and needs to make
some good moves to achieve a draw.

5.%2hs Eg3 6.2g4
The threat is 6...Zh3 when the h6-pawn falls.

6...2g3!
And Black puts the white pieces under maximum pressure. As soon as the d4-
knight moves (to e6, for example), Black will quickly run his b-pawn, e.g.: 7.%eé6
bs 8.&fs Ef3 9.¢ves Eg3! and Black clings to the lifeline. But if anything, only
White is still fighting for a full point!

A classic example of a position with compensation for the sacrificed ex-
change. Of course, it’s far from always just a blockade - there are plenty of mo-
tives for replacing an exchange.

In the first chapter, let us take a look at those sacrifices where a player strikes
with a clear goal in mind: to checkmate the opponent’s king, or at least to execute
a combination that takes him from a material deficit to a decisive material ad-
vantage!
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The Exchange Sacrifice for the Attack

King in the center (...

We will place exchange sacrifices for
attack and possible checkmate in the
category of so-called ‘tactical sacri-
fices’. These can be further subdivided
in various ways and we will start with
sacrifices related to the position of the
king in the center.

Who else but Paul Morphy, con-
sidered by many to be one of the most

gifted chess players of all time, and
certainly a chess player who paved
the way for open games in the mid-
nineteenth century, can better demon-
strate the importance of time in posi-
tions where the opposing king stands
uncastled? The exchange sacrifice in
this case only underlined Black’s great
superiority and led to a quick finish.

Schulten : Morphy
New York 1858

g%’.e./«gg% 7
Aid i
v w5
., ////é%// /m
////é//@l// )

s

/&é% . //

N

2wl mm

After awild startin the then very popu-
lar King’s Gambit, White simply could
not hold back and boldly continued his

king’s march, probably believing that
his majesty would find a safe haven on
the queenside.

12.%c3?!

Much better is 12.c3 or 12.Wg1, when
Black has the initiative, but nothing
more.

12...bs!?

A Morphy-style move — Black wants
to open lines against the white king.
12...c6 is another option.
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28 The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

13.2.bs5 c614.5)d6 Wd6 15.2.a4?

Thisis already a serious mistake, which
also allows Black’s light-squared
bishop to attack. The correct move is

15.£d3.

15...£2a6!-+16.Ee15\d7
Black rushes to prepare an exchange
sacrifice, although he could easily take

16...%ds.

17.b3 &\bé!
Morphy naturally saw taking on c6
when both rooks are attacked:

18..2.c6 Zac819.5d2

A better defense for White is the in-
credible19.&b2 Ec6 20.dc6 L.e221.Eb1!
(21.Ee2 Da4! 22.%b1 4¢3 23.8b2 Hd1 -
check!) 21...%a4! (21...2e22? 22.5e8.)
22.%%a1! (22.bag Eb8 and £.d1.) 22...45¢c3
23.Wd2 Wce, with a complicated posi-
tion. But that was probably too much

for the relatively average American
master ... Now everything is simple:

 E R

////// %/47

% /87
A

/y //&/
w//jgf/@z//

\%

[HJZ[E
@i@
ﬂm

19..2c6! 20.dc6 Lez 21.Hez Wdg
22.%ve1 Wg123.2d2 Bd8

This intermediate check was probably
overlooked by Schulten.

24.2c3 Wes 25.0b2 Hag 26.bag Wha#
o:1.

The tenth world champion, Boris
Vasilievich Spassky, had an even sim-
pler task in one of his youth games:

Spassky : Avtonomov
Leningrad 1949

An instructive position! Black has

played the position against the isolat-
ed pawn very inaccurately, leaving the
initiative with White. At only 12 years
old (1), Spassky knew how to punish
this vigorously:

12.ds!

Characteristic penetration in the cen-
ter. White opens lines and diagonals
against the black king, still in the cen-
ter, and with the advance of the pawn
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he hasalso cleared the d4-square for the
knight, as in the famous game Steinitz
: Von Bardeleben, Hastings 1895.

12..20bd513. 2 g5
From now on everything will be more
or less forced.

13...2e714.216 gf6 15.5)d5 2ds 16.2.d5
eds 17.5\d4 &f8
After 17...0-0? 18.4\c6+—

18.5f5
With the idea of 19. Whs.

A simple sacrifice that presents Black
with a difficult dilemma: get check-
mated or lose the queen?

19..%ds 20.We7 g8 21. Wf6
He chose the third option and signed
for defeat. 1:0.

How dangerous it is to play with the
king in the center was also felt by
Anatoly Karpov at his first national
championships as a World Champion,
when he was coached by his future
trainer and head of professional staff,

19..h5 19.2d5s! Efim Geller.
Geller : Karpov
USSR 1976
22.%c6 28 23.2)f4
EH / de AE The sacrifice was not too hard; White
// % %/;‘Z% has a knight and two pawns for the
%/% f 3 %//; F @ % rook, along with all the advantages al-
U, j/éé ¥ 3 fg @Z K3 ready described. The job is completed
W % O by two white knights.
£ » - »
o memom
g///% . BAN 23...Haz
i) e .
%ﬁ% By Or 23...Ha2 and White can chose be-

21.2b8!

An exchange sacrifice in an otherwise
already won position — the reason why
we were allowed to include this won-
derful game in our book!

21...%bs
21...2b8 22. Wce+—

tween 24.9h4 or 24.%e6 or 23...50e7
24.9e6 fe6 25. Wes We8 26.Hhq+—

24.2°h4

Or 24.2e6 fe6 25. We6 We 26.%ds and
White has no less than five pawns for
the rook (1), in addition to everything
else, of course.
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24.. %es
24..%0e7 25.5e6! fe6 26.Wes £d8
27.8e7 Le728.00g6 Le8 29.0h8+-

%///// % 4&/{%@

%7 %7 % A %7 Y
& 7 HAK
| B¥

25. We6!+-
A queen sacrifice — such a wonderful
game decoration!

25...fe6 26.5)hg6 Wg6
26...21{7 27.20h8 Hf8 28.20fg6+-

27.9g6 e8 28..h8 Zasq 29.2d1 He7
30.2e7 Le7 31.49g6 Lf7 32.5f4 Les

Letelier :

33.des £f4 34.Ec1!+-

u
_

7.
7
2y

22

And after a few more moves Karpov
signed for his heaviest defeat as World
Champion! 1:0 (42).

Attacking the king in the center is one
of the first tactical operations we learn
in chess. Especially instructive are the
examples when champions attack.
Let us see how elegantly Robert James
‘Bobby’ Fischer finished his attacks
against the king in the center!

Fischer

Leipzig 1960

21...2e3! 22.2e3 Ze3 23.50e3 Wig!!
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Fischer : Camara
Siegen 1970

Wee & E
g%@/ 44
x/ %5/7%
%;7 § %/
%gﬁ///%

7 - A
L.

White has a big developmental advan-
tage, the decisive factor being the black
king trapped in the center. But with
the very next move, Black threatens
to castle, when his bishop pair might
eventually also make itself heard. So,
Fischer struck without delay:

%

19.2d7! &d7

If19..%d7 20.%c4 or19..20d7 20.£.g7.

20.2\bs!

If nothing else, 21.£a7! and especial-
ly, of course, 21.Bd1 Le8 22.2f6 £f6
23.2)dé! is threatened.

20..We6 21.2Zd1 He8 22.5c7
23.2.¢c7 Ec7 24.Whs 1:0.

Wer

We will encounter the Hungarian,
Lajos Portisch, many times in our
book. A master of positional play, he
always strove for active, tactical solu-
tions.

This time he felt he had to vigor-
ously and effectively punish Black’s
impudent play, which had neglected
development on the kingside!

Portisch : Forintos
Budapest 1958

13.Ebs!
Not such a difficult exchange sacrifice,
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aimed at keeping the black king in the
center.

13...abs14.2bs £d6
14..£.c8 15. W34+ —

15.2d7 e7
Or 15..f8 16.c4, with the idea of
C4-C5-C6.

16.%¢6 £.¢617.£.¢6

White has more than enough

13/03/2023 21:47‘ ‘



32

The Exchange Sacrifice Unleashed

compensation for the exchange: two
pawns, bishop pair, black king in the
center. If 17..&£h2 18.&h1! Ec8 19.£bs

£d620.c4.) ... 1:0.
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Greed is often to blame for opening di-
sasters. The player gets carried away by
the prospect of winning material, per-
haps a pawn or two, while neglecting
the development and security of the
king, often leaving it in the center. The
punishment can be cruel and merci-
less!

Kottnauer : Platz

%4
& . »
h &
A
) s

Py

AR TOBAR

Budapest 1952

16...2d5! 17.%d5 Ses 18. b3 £.g2
The king in the center cannot survive.

19.f4 Whg 20.5g3 £h1 21.fes Wh2
22.5e2 2f3 0:1.
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Opening Files and Diagonals towards the king

Things are a bit more complicated if
Black has already castled (short or
long). Then the exchange sacrifice can
help us open the lines (or diagonals)
towards the king, which is defended in
its castle by the pawns in front of it.
First of all, let us look at how ele-
gantly and “according to the rules” the

attack was executed by the Armenian
Grandmaster, Smbat Lputian. With
the help of an exchange sacrifice, he
opened the way for his pieces to ruth-
lessly dispatch the black monarch in
just a few moves.

Lputian : Sadler
Lucerne 1997

?E%@

.

7

////////

16.h4!
With idea of 4)gs at an opportune mo-
ment.

16...hé6

Black will regret this weakening later
on. &gs was still not a threat, so why
weaken the pawn structure around the
king?

17.We2 He8 18.2d2 Wd719.Wd1
Preparation for d4-ds. Igor Stohl:
“Model strategy by White. He

‘ ‘ ExcSac content.indd 33

consolidates his position in the center
before starting action anywhere else.”

19...%d8 20.5h2
Black is passive and completely with-
out counter play.

20...2€7

20...g6, with the idea of bringing the
bishop to g7, is only a new weakness:
21.hs g5 22.90¢g4 2g7 23.%9e3!, with
strong pressure all over the board.

/B @

//////

/ ,
g %x//a

‘5 B

gm%g;//g;
BE g%

21.2g4 28
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Losing time to create a passive retreat
for the bishop on e8.

22.9e5 L.e8
Black wants to keep his bishop pair at
all costs.

23.2f1!

This dominates Black’s rook.

23...2d6 24.%\c4 Za6
24...2d7? 25.Da5+—

25.%e3 a8 26.d5! e5

Practically the only move. After 26...eds
27.%cds Dds 28.4ds White is much
better.

/%/////,, = =87
Ak éx/i

9 7

//// Lk %/
%8/% .

//// /////

7, 7 ///
W Y
7&/4 = <

S
7/
=Y K1

27.2fs
White’s knight enters the attack

27...2.¢528.2bs!+

Lubomir Ftacnik: “The exchange of
the white-squared bishop is the key to
success; Black will be vulnerable on the
squares he used to cover.”

28...55h7
Or 28...b6 29.£e8 Ee8 30.20bs, with
the idea of 31.d6 or 31. % g4.

After 28...Wf6 29. £ e8 Eae8 30.5\bs+

29.42.e8 Ze8 30.2\bs b6?!

Black did not see White’s threat. But,
it is already very difficult to offer good
advice, e.g. 30...2d6 31.9fd6 cdé6
32.4) 7 or 30...2.b6 31.d6!

31.dé! cdé

32.2cs5!

This exchange sacrifice wins by force.
White opens files against the black
king, and all the white pieces will join
the attack very quickly.

32...bcs 33.2d6 Wcs
Or 33...Wb8 34.2h6! gh6 35. Whs.

34.Whs!+-
Black’s king is obviously helpless
against so many white pieces.

34...Eaé6

34...2e6 35.Wf7+—; 34...f6 35.Ef6 gf6
36. W7 ©h8 37.Wg7#; 34...22g8 35.2h6!
gh636.Wg4.

35.%f7 2g8 36.Wg6 h8 37.Za6 1:0
37.2a6 Wa6 (37...50a6) 38.4Hbd6+-—
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